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WISHING YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A VERY HAPPY 2018

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THIS NEWSLETTER!  

The Kilninford News exists thanks to your entries, the support of advertsers, the kind donatons 
we receive and the help of the lovely people who deliver the Newsleters   ttes a year to 
households in Kilninver, Kiltelford, Arduaine and surrounding areas. Thank you!
 
A special THANK YOU must go to Georgina Dalton, for all the time and effort she puts into our 
community. Without her input a lot of the activities, groups and events that locals enjoy, would 
never have got off the ground.

                                                                               
A huge thank you to Alex Tweedly for hostng the Kilninford News online extension,

the kiltelford.cot website. Your help and knowledge is tuch appreciated. 
                             

Kilninford News by email
To those who have asked for the Kilninford News to be posted out to them, there is now the option
to receive the digital form by email. If you prefer to receive this digital form over the paper form,
please send an email to one of the Kilninford News team members. 
Obviously the newsletters are also available on www.kilmelford.com and we plan to upload the
missing older issues to this website over Winter, so the set will be complete. 

Local Telephone Directory (Septetber 2017)
The Local Directory has been updated and is for sale at £1 a copy at Kiltelford Village Shop or by 
contactng Georgina Dalton.  Next directory will be out in Septetber 2018.. llease contact Iain 
Bark, Georgina Dalton or Gill lhilpots with any changes for the next editon. 
Iain   barkee@live.com | Georgina    01866 844212 | Gill    01852 316018    

A huge THANK YOU to Melfort Village, for being so generous to let us
print the 2017 local telephone directories and this editon of the

Kilninford News again. Your kind help is tuch appreciated!  

The Kilninford News team
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WHAT IS ON IN AND AROUND KILMELFORD AND KILNINVER
24th November: St. Andrew’s Tartan Hop, ceilidh dance, Village Hall 

16th December: Fire Fighter’s Charity Christmas Quiz at Cuilfail Hotel 7:30pm

31st December: Hogmanay Party at Kilmelford Village Hall

3rd February: Kilmelford Got Talent at Kilmelford Village Hall (more details nearer the tmee 

17th February: The Blue Moon Travellers at Kilmelford Village Hall

6th May: Craf Fair at Kilmelford Village hall

Music Night:  Mondays from 8.45 pm at The Shower of Herring
All welcote to cote and join in, free entry. Musicians – bring along your instrutents. 
Food served tll 10. 0 pt. 

Yoga Class: Tuesdays 6.30 – 7.45 pm at Kilmelford Village Hall   
Open class, all welcote.  llease bring a yoga tat if you have one and a wart blanket. 
Drop-in £8. or 6 classes £45 Karen ofers private 11211 
Contact Karen: 0779 65 08.0 or isleyoga@gtail.cot www.isleyoga.net 

‘Crafs and Things’: Wednesdays 10 am – 12 noon
For anyone interested in etbroidery, tapestry, sewing, knitng, crochet and other sitilar crafs,
teetngs are in the Kiltelford Village Hall. £2.00 per person for each session. 
Contact: Toni Mitchell 01852 316151 or Olga Salmond 01852 200787

Mothers and toddlers Playgroup: Wednesdays 1.30 -3 pm at Kilmelford Village Hall
All preschool, babies and butps welcote. We get to have a chat and a cuppa while the kids play 
or do crafs. It would be great to see tore parents / grandparents and their litle ones. 
Holidaytakers are also tore than welcote, it's a great way to spend a rainy Wednesday 
afernoon. We look forward to seeing you there. Contact: Ann af_robb@hotmail.co.uk or 
Georgina 01866 844212 

Gin & Whisky Tastng: Wednesdays 6.30 – 7.30 pm at The Shower of Herring 
Cote along and try gins in a cotpletely diferent way, or try whiskies with a professional. 
Olwen and Fergus will tell you about the history and tethods. £14 per person. 
Please book through Melfort Village: 01852 200257

Melfort Ukuleles: Wednesday evenings at Craignish Village Hall
Beginners/Slow Session 6.50 – 7.25pm. Children welcote (free) when accotpanied by paying 
adult (  children tax per adult). Main Session: 7.30-9.00pm Followed by refreshtents. 
Spare ukuleles available to borrow. £5/person 
Contact: Sarah Whitle 01852 500790 or email sarah@musicforlife.info

The Healthy Villages Project: 3rd Thursday each tonth in Kilmelford Village Hall, frot 
10.30am – 12.00 noon.  For tore infortaton please contact Mairi Fleck: 01631 564422

Art Group: Thursdays
The group teets weekly on Thursdays frot 2 pt – 4. 0 pt in the Kiltelford Village Hall (stall
hall).  All welcote.  £2 per session. Contact1  Agnes McColl: 01852 200365
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Country Dancing: Thursday 8 pm – 10 pm at the Kilmelford Village Hall.
All welcote.  You can cote and join us at any tte. 
Contact:  Bob Fleck Tel.:  01852 200258     E-mail:  rfeck@btnternet.com

Bagpipe Sessions: Thursday from 8pm at The Cuilfail Hotel
Cote and play – or just listen!

Music Nights: Friday
All welcote to cote and join in. Musicians, bring along your instrutents.
Every 1st and 3rd Friday of the month, frot 9. 0 pt at Loch Melfort Hotel Tel.:  01852 200233 

Coffee Mornings:
Everybody invited to cote and enjoy the delicious hote baking. 
lroceeds in aid of Kiltelford Village Hall and Church.
Bring & buy bookstall, local jat & garden produce, 100 Club draw. Helpers and ofers of baking 
are very welcote, please contact Melissa Oats on 01852 200314.
Cofee tornings are held at the Kilmelford Village Hall, 10.30 am – noon
First Thursday of the tonth, excluding January (2nd Thursday) and October 
on1 Thursday; 7th December, 11th January, 1st February, 1st March, 5th April 

Local Telephone Directory UPDATE

ATKINSON Mark and Sarah Finlayson's, Kilchoan, Kiltelford lA 4 4XD Mark 07977 18.2108. 

KILCHOAN ESTATE OFFICE Mark Atkinson Kilchoan, Kiltelford lA 4 4XD 200761 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT KILMELFORD VILLAGE HALL

Hogmanay Party
There will be a Hogtanay larty at the village hall in Kiltelford frot 9.00 pt tll late.

This will be a fatily event, with dancing and tusic. More details nearer the tte.

Kilmelford’s Got Talent 2018
Afer the success and absolute tutty aching laughs of our previous Kiltelfordss Got Talent, 
we are having another show on Saturday 3rd of February 2018, so get your thinking caps on 
and take a turn. It was such fun and made a cold February night very memorable, the Golden 
shorts is something we will never forget!!!!! (Abba were obviously wonderful...)

For tore infortaton get in touch with Sarah or Ruth at the Kiltelford Village Shop 018.52 200271

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
The village hall is trying to raise funds for replacing the front doors and glass panels in the porch 
and we would very tuch like to get tore energy efcient lights inside...and the list goes on and 
on. It is great to see so tany locals using the hall for actvites and also supportng us by coting to 
events and donatng tte, baking, rafe prizes etc. We could not tanage without your support, 
thank you!
The Village Hall Commitee
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CRAIGNISH VILLAGE HALL

Events frot end-Novetber untl the end of the year1   
Craignish Boat Club Social, 17th Novetber, 6pt
Author Event with Anne Donovan and Billy Letord, 18.th Novetber 7-11pt. Licensed event
Whist, 1st Decetber, 7-10pt 
Midwinter Market frot 5-9pt on 8.th Decetber                           
A solo art exhibiton by local artst, Kat Robertson frot 11-17th Decetber
Hogtanay party frot 10pt,  1st Decetber. Licensed Event
Cofee Morning, 14th Decetber
Yoga classes on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays throughout tost of Novetber & Decetber
Stretch & Tone classes every Monday torning, 10at
Tai Chi every Wednesday, 6pt – lerfortance Indoor Cycling every Monday, 6.15pt
larent and Toddler Group every Thursday frot 12 –  pt
Ukulele class, every Wednesday, 7.15pt
Please check the Craignish Village Hall website for more informaton and events 
www.craignish.org.uk

THE QUIZ AND CURRY NIGHT 

The fatous Quiz and Curry Night on the 7th October atracted tany quiz teats, all trying 
their hardest to answer all questons correctly. Congratulatons to “Found by the Sound” who
won afer a double te break. In second place, “The Lunch Box”.  Mathew Anderson tade 
the atazing curries which were greatly enjoyed at the interval. Thanks are due to Jean who 
set sote devilish questons and to Diane and her bell for keeping us all in order. Thanks also 
to Mathew and all who helped out on the evening and of course thank you to those who 
cate and enjoyed the night! 

BIRTH

Hearty congratulatons to1
Gemma and Allan Strang.

A daughter born on the  rd October 2017, weighing 8.lb 4oz. 
Freya Mary Ruth Strang, a wee sister for Ryan.
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Kilmelford Healthy
Village Group.        
Autumn 2017 Update.

Our Kiltelford Healthy Village Group has been teetng on the third Thursday of the tonth, frot 
10. 0at – 12.00 noon, for sote tte now, and we have had sote great tornings.

The group is jointly run by Mairi Fleck frot North Argyll Carers Centre, and Maggie Dougal & Toots 
Mackinnon frot Oban TSI. Wesre always open to suggestons for our teetngs so please drop us a 
line with your ideas. 

Our Strawberry Tea in July was really well atended, and everyone enjoyed a feast of strawberries 
with everything. Are strawberries dipped in chocolate one of your fve a day? �

In August we had a brilliant Zutba Gold taster session with the lovely Magdalena, frot Oban, and 
in Septetber we got crafy with bits of Harris Tweed, and tade sote lovely brooches.

Ian Milarvie frot the Healthy Optons Teat in Oban joined us in October, for sote gentle 
exercises, focusing on itproving balance & falls preventon. Ian has ofered to run a weekly class in
Oban afer the New Year, so if yousd like to cote along please contact Mairi.

There will be no group teetng in Decetber, but we will resute on Thursday 18.th January in the 
Kiltelford Village Hall at 10. 0at. What would you like to do? Cote along & teet old friends, and
take new friends. We always have lots of cakes!!

Contact Mairi1 tairi@northargyllcarers.org.uk 077954 4499

Friends in High Places – Langtang, Nepal Project update.   

Thanks to everyoness atazing generosity, our group have tanaged to raise an incredible sut of 
close to £16,000, to build a new hote for the yak farters in Langtang, Nepal. 

Chris Reade visited the fatily in October and discussed the building project, and the frst paytent 
will be winging its way over soon to pay for the concrete for the foundatons. Very excitng!

Bob & I will be with the fatily in Novetber, so watch out for updates on Facebook. I will no doubt 
return with thousands tore photos frot our trip, so will be able to run another wee flt show 
early next year.

Our pop-up curry night at Root at the Top in Kiltelford was a brilliant success, and Sarah has 
asked us to do another one in January 2018., so watch out for posters and Facebook posts. 
Sotething to wart up the Winter tonths �

Nataste, Mairi.

7

mailto:mairi@northargyllcarers.org.uk


MAOLACHY’S GARDEN
Returning frot a walk along the forestry road behind the house Jess and I cut down a narrow path 
to cote hote via the wild garden.
It was another grey, tiserable day and rain began to fall tore heavily. I tade a tental note to
cote back and rake up leaves of the path, on a hoped for dry day, when I looked up to be atazed 
at the beautful variety of golds, sof yellows, bronzes and stll greens of the leaves of one of the 
lower beech trees. It was a cascade of an artstss aututnal pallet creatng an unforgetable contrast
to the dreichness of the day (so not all has been doot and gloot!).
In late August an Eucryphia on the far bank above the burn decided afer 25 years to burst into
fower in a tutble of pure white petals lit up against the dark green foliage. What a welcote and 
glorious sight it was.
A taste bonus during this over wet sutter was to stand in the greenhouse and listen to the rain 
beatng down on the glass roof, water trickling along the guters and reach up and pick, the size of 
your thutb nail, Sungold totatoes and pop thet straight into the touth. The sweet, juicy favour 
released could transport one to anywhere in the world that was dry and sunny. On to ty 
Christtas list goes a set of waterproofs that do not leak!
The clearing tasks in the wild garden will have to wait for a couple of days free of rain and in the
teanwhile will keep spirits up by picturing the frst snowdrops of 2018. followed by the Lent Lillies 
then the host of tult-coloured dafodils.
Maolachyss Garden will be open by arrangetent and for snowdrops plus Tea & Cakes – 
January 28.th to 12th March 2018.. Adtissions – Adults £4.00 Children free (donatons for 
tea) and the weekend of 19th/20th May 2018. 1 pt to 6 pt with a Scavenging Hunt for 
entertaintent.  Georgina Dalton.
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CHRISTMAS JOURNEY

We have entered the tte of year when we all look forward to Christtas. Why? Well, we need 
sotething to cheer us up during the darkest days of the winter! And for tany of us, Christtas 
provides a focus for precious fatily tetories and retains a focal point of fatily and cottunity 
life.

There is also a story at the heart of Christtas that, at one level or another, has gripped our 
itaginaton. It is such an intensely hutan story that it is accessible to all of us. The tuch-loved 
natvity plays, where there is a part for every child, carry a tessage for adults too.

When we enter tore deeply into Christtas we cote to the tystery of the “incarnaton”- God 
becoting hutan – sotething that has stretched the greatest tinds. “Lo within a tanger lies he 
who built the starry skies.” The deeper we go the greater the wonder.

But the frst wonder is that God cotes to teet us where we are – with a story in which we can 
itagine ourselves having a part. The pregnant young wotan, the rough shepherds out on the hill, 
the wise ten frot a distant land – these are the kind of folk we can recognise and we sense that 
this story tight be our story.

In fact, it seets that a deliberate efort is tade to include outsiders so that no one would ever feel
excluded. The shepherdss work took thet outside the realt of respectability. The wise ten cate 
frot outside a naton with an exclusive outlook. Whatever there tight be that would take us feel 
that we are outsiders, this is a story that tells us that there is a place for us. We too, each one of us,
can cote to bring our tribute to the new-born King. 

May that journey be yours and tine this Christtas.

Kenneth Ross
larish Minister

CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIR

Thank you to all who had a table at the Craf Fair in the village hall on the 5th Novetber! It 
was great to see so tany diferent crafers together with all their lovely tade itets, what a 
talent we have in our area! Also great to see the steady streat of people interested in all the
crafs available and buying bits and pieces. The lovely baking and sandwiches were enjoyed 
by all, thank you to all who donated so generously and of course we could not have done 
without the helpers in the kitchen, THANK YOU!
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Winter Message from Scotsh Fire and Rescue Service

By the tte you will be reading this Halloween and Bonfre Night will be a distant tetory, just like 
sutter, but the darker, colder nights bring their own risks so here are a few pointers that can help
to keep you and yours a litle safer through the Christtas period and the winter in general.

WINTER SAFETY TIPS

Get ready for winter. Make sure you have working stoke alarts. Consider ftng a heat alart in 
your kitchen to give you early warning of a fre in the hote. If you wish to have a Hote Fire Safety 
Visit Call 08.00 07 1 999 Text ‘FIREs to 8.08.00, talk to your local Firefghters or te.

If yousre tred or have been drinking you will be less alert to the signs of fre, tore likely to fall 
asleep and less likely to wake up if a fre does start, partcularly if you donst have working stoke or
heat alarts in your hote. Cooking or stoking and alcohol can be a recipe for disaster with 
stoking being one of the tain contributory factors to causing deaths or serious injury frot fre.

FESTIVE SAFETY TIPS

● Check your smoke and heat alarms are working. Replace batteries if necessary. 

● If you have an open fire make sure your chimney is swept before winter. Always use a
fire guard, secured in position, to protect against flying sparks from hot embers.

● Never place Christmas cards or decorations around the mantelpiece.

● Check your fairy light plugs are fitted with the correct fuse, don’t overload extension 

leads and ensure all electrical devices are BEAB approved. Always unplug them 
before going to bed or leave your home.                                                                        
As with all electrical appliances, always switch Christmas lights off and unplug them
before you go to bed.                                                                                                       

● Decorations can burn easily – don’t place them near lights or heaters.

● Never leave cooking unattended, especially when using hot oil.   

● Take time to check on elderly relatives and neighbours this Christmas as they are at 
greater risk from fire, particularly if they suffer from ill health or disability.                

● If you’re using candles, always place them on a heat resistant surface, away from 
Christmas trees, cards, ribbons and other decoratons. Never move a lit candle and 
always extnguish candles before going to bed or leaving your home.                             
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GET YOUR FREE SMOKE ALARMS

A short visit frot the Scotsh Fire and Rescue Service will help take sure your hote is as safe as it
can be. We can even install stoke alarts, free, if you need thet. It only takes about 20 tinutes, 
and their advice and help could save your life.

To request a free Hote Fire Safety Visit call 0800 0731 999 Text ‘FIRE’ to 80800

FIRE FIGHTER’S CHARITY CHRISTMAS QUIZ

Donst forget the lub Quiz taking place in Cuilfail Hotel on Sat 16th Decetber at 71 0pt. A great 
night of fun and head scratching with Christtas related questons and chocolate Santa's to win for 
each round. Teats of up to 6 stll at the unbelievable low cost of only £2150 per head. Keep the 
date in your diary and look out those thinking heads.

Have a safe and happy Christmas and New Year.

Dave Millward
********************

FROG RACING
The Frog Racing at the Village Hall on the 25th August was a great evening out for adults and 
young people and it was good to see so tany fatilies taking part. Several races took place during 
the evening and the wonderfully tade frogs will be very happy to race again at the next Frog 
Racing. 
A big thank you to all who cate and placed bets, encouraged the racers and partcipated in taking
the evening a huge success. Special thanks to Diane for organising the Tote so efciently and of 
course a huge thank you also to Mr. Bruce for taking the frog tetplates, to Jean for taking the 
frogs jutp out, to all those who so generously donated the atazing rafe prizes and to all helpers 
on the foor. The evening was toved along in inititable style by Fergus Gillanders, our very able 
and jovial Master of Ceretonies, whose pater at ttes was hilarious! There will be another 
evening of Frog Racing soon, a great event for the whole fatily.
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“GLENMORE HILL”
 
I spent all ty working life as shepherd on this hill and I love it stll.

The views of Ben Nevis and Goat Fell and Mull and down to the Sound of Jura.

The tany diferent orchids including the tny Twayblade which is one and a half inches high and 
like a fairy orchid. 

The bog bean in the peaty pools, winter green atong the heather, cascades of golden saxifraga in 
the Barbeith glen, the pink stone crops and yellow lichens on the rocks and the long grey lichen 
that has a brilliant scarlet cushion at its tp and the curly grey feusag-liath which takes the lovely 
crotal dye.

And the water lilies and lobelias in the lochs. Best of all the waves of fragrant blooting heather. 
Will no one clitb to the Stll Loch and catch those fat Tweedy trout? Will the red grouse vanish 
when the heather gets too rank? And no one to hear their insistent “Go Back Go back...” or see the
birch leaves turn to gold and fnd tushroots and chanterelles in the Aututn? The way you can sit
in a certain place to watch the tufed duck and the ducklings on the loch and a fatily of Canada 
geese and the diving dab chicks and see atongst the itplies the oter aside a hutan baby with a 
buton nose and double chin, a huge fat tutty and two plutp knees fopped apart relaxed 
sleeping. On another steep afer the profle of an old tan with hooked nose and lowering 
eyebrows and a touth that only lacks a pipe dangling.

Once in a thick tist and lingering snow patches I glitpsed a rock face etched with clinging snow 
and knew there was no such feature anywhere near – when I got closer it was a tny willow bush 
which had wet snow outlining all its tny branches and I reached the tarch fence quite a 
considerable distance away frot where I expected to be – but NO I wasnst really lost!

The view of the 1960ss Loch na Cille strred a tetory too – when the only boat on the water was 
Angus Maclhailss and a pair of swans nested close to the shore every year – but not close enough 
because every high tde fooded the eggs but stll she sat  - they never did hatch any cygnets!

Shian MacLean
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KILMELFORD KIOSK

The telephone kiosk on the tain road in Kiltelford opposite the shop is todel 
K6 which was designed by architect Sir Giles Gilbert Scot to cottetorate the 
Silver Jubilee of King George V in 19 5.   It went into producton in 19 6.    
During renovaton we hope to be able to establish where ours was 
tanufactured. It could be the Lion Foundry, Kirkintlloch or Carron Ironworks, 
Falkirk atong other candidates.      
The crown above the door was originally painted the sate red as the rest of the
kiosk but since the early 1990s BT has picked out the crowns in gold or silver.   
Since ours is a dull red we can assute the kiosk has not been painted for 
decades.
Now that we have cotpleted the adopton of the kiosk it is the cottunity's 
responsibility to itprove on its present rather neglected and sad look.
The general feeling is that it should be used for infortaton purposes, such as 
advertsing local tourist infortaton, Bed and Breakfasts, events in the Cuilfail, 
Hall, Church etc., etergency infortaton such as locaton of defbrillators in the 
area and so on.

liet Hattick has very kindly ofered to do the necessary work of restoring the kiosk to its forter 
glory.  He hopes to cotplete it by next Spring/Sutter, as winter weather is not conducive to 
outside paintng and allied work.
The cottunity is very grateful to liet for taking on the task and we look forward to seeing the 
result of his labours, so that we tay once again be proud of our iconic phone box.

Jane Rentoul

KILNINVER TELEPHONE KIOSK AND POST OFFICE

At Kilninver, just across the bridge over the Euchar, beside the old lost Ofce and lost House 
stands the forter Telephone Kiosk which, like Kiltelford's, is a K6. On the outside its crown is 
picked out in silver and inside we read that it was tanufactured at the Lion Foundry, Kirkintlloch 
and that it is now taintained by Kilninver Estate.

A fascinatng piece of local history, writen by Martn letrie, is posted inside1

Kilninver Post Ofce

Kilninver has had some form of postal service since the early 19th century when post runners 
brought in the mails from the surrounding district including the expanding slate quarries of 
Easdale. It was in 1825 an applicaton was requested for a Penny post between Easdale and Oban. 
In 1870 it was sanctoned that to help the service, horses were introduced to give sufcient tme at 
Kilninver to reply to leters before the postmen returned to Oban and Easdale.
The adjacent low white building was the original Post Ofce.   Around 1903 the larger Post House 
and shop were erected by Mr. Clarke, an Oban merchant, whose travelling van ofen stopped at 
Kilninver. Jessie Clarke, the last Postmistress, retred in 1974 afer a postal career spanning 56 years
and ending her family's connecton of almost 100 years.
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CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

We hold services every alternate Sunday in Kiltelford and Kilninver larish Churches to which all 
are welcote. Services are held at 12 noon.

Kiltelford Church is in the tiddle of the village and the car park is behind the church.

Kilninver Church is half a tile of the A8.16 road to Oban. Take the turning to Easdale. 

You can park along the roadside.

CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES

Sunday   Dec Kiltelford Church 12 noon

Tuesday 5 Dec Kilninver Church Cottunion 6 pt

Sunday 10 Dec Kilninver Church 12 noon

Friday 15 Dec Kiltelford Church Cottunity Carols 6. 0pt

Sunday 17 Dec Kiltelford Church Gif Sunday 12 noon
(Gifs to be wrapped and marked with age and if for boy or girl 

and will be delivered to Social Dept for Christmas)
Sunday 17 Dec Kiltelford Church Xplorers Christngle Making 4-5. 0pt

Sunday 17 Dec Craignish Church, Ardfern Carols by Candlelight 6pt

Sunday 24 Dec Kilninver Church 12 noon

Watchnight Service Sunday 24th Dec Kiltelford Church 11. 0 pt

Christtas Day Monday 25th Dec Kiltelford Church 11at

Sunday  1st Dec Kiltelford Church 12 noon

2018

Sunday 7 Jan Kilninver Church 12 noon

Sunday 14 Jan Kiltelford Church 12 noon

Sunday 21 Jan Kilninver Church 12 noon
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XPLORERS

The next get together will be Sunday 17th Decetber at 4pt in the Kiltelford church and this will 
be our Christngle service. We will have a few snacks which will be followed by our prayz tte. 
larents will be welcote to cote along too, but under 5's tust have a parent present. There 
will be posters around the village to advertse this nearer the tte.

Thank you to the fatilies who answered our survey. We have tried to plan dates, ttes and venues
to suit the responses and are willing to be fexible.

Everyone is welcote to cote and join in. Children under 5 years old tust be accotpanied by an 
adult.

Playz Time

Sunday 17th December 4 – 5.30 pm – Christngle taking actvites, refreshtents and a short 
playztte – Kiltelford Church.

Flyers will be given out by hand or in School Bags for next dates and venues.

PARISH LUNCH AND PRODUCE SALE 2017

The annual larish Lunch in aid of funds for Kilninver and Kiltelford larish Churches took place on 
4th October in Kiltelford Village Hall.

It was busier than ever, with all tables occupied and everyone enjoying the hote tade 
soups, rolls, wraps, biscuits, teas, cofees and of course chat. There was a real buzz around 
the fatiliar stalls of Baking, llants, lroduce, Handicraf, Rafe and Guess the Weight of 
Ann's wonderful Cake along with an interestng selecton of itets on the White Elephant stall
– new for this year.  The grand sut of £15 6 was raised - a terrifc atount considering out of
that cate the cost of excellent new roadside signs, designed to last for tany years to cote. 
The Kirk Session is very grateful to all who organise and contribute in any way to taking this 
yearly event such a success

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION AUTUMN / HARVEST.

A cheerful tixture of tusic and songs contributed to a lively progratte for the aututn/harvest 
celebraton held on October the 8.th. Fiona delivered a thoughtul refecton to retind us all of 
people in situatons of need. Many others contributed with enjoyable tusic, lively singing and 
recitng poetry. Everyone had the opportunity to join in the choruses of a nutber of songs, 
including a Gaelic lullaby.

A big thank you to Sandy Johnstone for leading and introducing the event, and also tany thanks to
everyone who took part. Our next Cottunity Celebraton will be the carol service on Friday 15th 
Decetber at 61 0pt – please cote and join in the fun!
For further infortaton, please contact Georgina on 018.66 8.44212 
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NORTH ARGYLL VOLUNTEER CAR SCHEME - (NAVCSe    Registered Charity No SCO 7509

Many thanks to the local cottunity for their ongoing support by flling our 'Wee Red Car' 
donaton box in the Kiltelford Village Store. 

These contributons help to keep the show on the road!

The NAVCS provides transport for residents of designated areas of North Argyll who are unable to 
use, or have difculty with access to public transport, and do not have suitable access to a private 
car. We organise volunteers to provide transport in their own cars to passengers who are 
registered with the schete.

The schete is not intended to replace buses, taxis or etergency services for those who would 
nortally use thet.

We only undertake journeys within North Argyll and passengers are asked to take a stall 
contributon to driver costs.

If you would like further infortaton about the schete please do get in contact.

Caroline Gillanders – Co-ordinator 018.52 200760 carolinenavcs@gtail.cot

POEM “A HILL SHEPHERD”

I was a hill shepherd all of ty life 
and latbing in spring was a tte of strife. 

Newborns froze to the ground canst get up. 
Ewes frantcally licking – why wonst they suck.

Or tratping hote with a big dead latb. 
and a wiggling twin in the other hand.
Dogs taking sure the tother follows. 

No tte to look up to see the swallows. 
Four year old Jane doesnst say Ah to the twin. 

But points to the corpse “Can I watch you peal hit?”  
Shess a practcal girl we donst realise it yet. 

That one of these days shesll grow into a vet. 
Milk fever and staggers take their toll. 

Ewes hungry for bratble-buds caught by their wool. 
Hoodies and gulls are quick to atack. 

A ewe heavy with twins and wool coped on her back. 

But gangs of latbs playing gates bring a stile. 
And take all the weeks of toil seen worth while.

Shian MacLean
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MELFORT GUNPOWDER WORKS

In 18.5  the sleepy hatlet of Melfort was transforted into an industrial cotplex supportng hundreds 
of people. A litle over two decades later the works were shut, the people gone, and Melfort returned 
to slutber for the next century. But why? 

In 18. 8. the Cutbrian iron founders & shipowners, Harrison Ainslie, bought Melfort Estate, then 
heavily aforested. They also owned Bonawe Iron Furnace, which needed large atounts of charcoal, 
and only in 18.5  did Harrison Ainslie turn to taking gunpowder.

Blastng for railways, quarries & roads at hote and in the Colonies had all increased detand for 
gunpowder during the tassive industrialisaton of the 19th century. The large guns of the Royal Navy 
used vast atounts, and one of the largest used an incredible 960 pounds of powder for each shot! But 
the Critean War provided the catalyst for producton at Melfort, possibly with governtent 
encouragetent.  

Gunpowder or 'black powder' is a tixture of saltpetre, charcoal, and sulphur, whose proportons 
varied, but tilitary powder was 15% charcoal, 10% sulphur, and 75% saltpetre. Charcoal was tade on 
site, but sulphur (largely frot Europe) and saltpetre (frot India) arrived in the cotpanyss ships. 
Saltpetre was the rarest cotponent, a problet since it was the largest proporton of the tix for 
gunpowder.

So, the Melfort Gunpowder Cotpany was forted, with an abundance of wood to take charcoal. The 
River Oude & a tributary were datted and a lade cut to run the various tills. With a safe and deep 
harbourage for ships to bring in ingredients and transport out gunpowder, Melfort lier was built. A 
tratway connected it to the works half a tile away, and you can stll see part of it, on the lef of the 
Melfort Fart bridge. The horses drawing the trats were shod with copper shoes to avoid sparks.

The site in 18.71 had a succession of processes needed, each in a separate building to reduce risk, with 
a Watch House and Fire Engine House for safety. Also for safety, the ten wore shoes with no tetal 
ftngs, and leather clothing with no pockets to prevent the carrying of tobacco or tatches.

The saltpetre and sulphur arrived via the tratway, where the saltpetre was boiled & crystalized in the 
REFINERY HOUSE. Both saltpetre & sulphur were separately crushed & standardised in the water-
driven tills. 

Charcoal was tade frot local oak in the CHARCOAL CYLINDER, and pulverised in the BLACK lOT. All 
ingredients were then sieved and loosely tixed in the lower till to produce the ‘green charges - frot 
this stage things becate dangerous! For safety, several CHARGE HOUSES were scatered around the 
works to store stall quanttes of the tixture.

At the three INCORlORATING MILLS the ‘green charges was crushed under tassive rollers and tixed 
into ‘till cakes, being kept datp throughout. The process lasted frot two hours for rough blastng 
powder to eight hours for fne sportng grades of gunpowder. For safety only about 40 lbs [18. Kilos] 
was allowed to be tilled at one tte and each till had its own CHARGE HOUSE.

In the lRESSING HOUSE the ‘till cakes was cotpacted hydraulically into thin, slate-like slabs – ‘press 
cakes - to bind the grains together further and to increase its specifc gravity. 

In the CORNING HOUSE granulatng tachines with toothed rollers cut the ‘press-cakes into pieces, then
it was shaken through sieves to retove dust and produce even-sized granules or ‘cornss. 

Next, the grains went in barrels to the GLAZING HOUSE and were tutbled in gauze-covered revolving 
cylinders. This retoved any retaining dust and sharp edges, and itparted a glaze to the grains by 
fricton. Frot the GLAZING HOUSE a second trat road ran to the STOVE HOUSES.
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The DUSTING HOUSE gave a fnal dustng to the powder before a further screening in the lACKING 
HOUSE into open containers for drying in the STOVE HOUSES. This was probably by steat in iron pipes,
heated frot the boiler house. The SUSlENSE MAGAZINE acted as a powder store in between these 
fnishing processes. 

The SAW MILL and COOlERAGES for taking barrels to convey and store powder etployed tany ten. 
Near the pier a MAGAZINE stored the gunpowder for stacks to take away – tostly the Melfort and 
Earl of Glasgow stacks, for at about  5 tons each this also lessened the risks of explosion frot larger 
vessels.

Accidental explosions were far frot uncotton at gunpowder works throughout Britain, and Melfort 
was no excepton. An explosion in 18.60 caused the death of two ten, whose gravestones have been 
recorded recently in Kiltelford churchyard, as the Kiltelford Church booklet states1

‘They are William McDonald, a natve of Uist who died in the explosion of 10th September 1860, 
aged 22 years. The other is Donald Reid, a natve of  ortrose, Rosssshire, who died in the same 
explosion, aged either 27 or 37 years (the inscripton is unclear).’ 

The Oban Tites, Novetber 18.661

'A serious explosion occurred in the gunpowder works at this place on Monday at a litle before 
10 a.m. which unfortunately resulted in the death of a man and two boys.’ 

The tan was Jates McFarlane and the two boys were Jates Sherwood (an orphan) and "Macfarlane",
all of whot are buried in Kiltelford churchyard. 

Barely four tonths later The Oban Tites of 9th March 18.67 ran a short paragraph on an inside page – 
clearly not headline news, and perhaps the report was so cotplacent as no lives were lost1 

Melfort Great Explosion

This place was the scene of another sad explosion on Thursday, resultng in the total destructon 
of the Powder Works which were composed of three stone houses and one wooden house. … The 
4 houses were blown up in succession, being some distance apart from each other. The frst to go 
was the dryingshouse, in which the fre originated s accounts say from a stove, or the overheatng
of a boiler … The wind at the tme was blowing in the directon of the other three houses,... each 
blowing up with a tremendous crash s frst the glaziers house, next the pressing house, and lastly,
the corning house. A bale of cloth was thrown from this last building a distance of about a mile. 
Many of the windows in the workpeople's houses were smashed in by the concussion of air. The 
destructon caused will take many months to repair.

Gunpowder taking was indeed a risky business for the ten & boys etployed.

Rebuilding went on apace, and the works reopened in August the next year, the workten having been 
kept on full pay. At its peak Melfort etployed 1 0 ten, but averaged 60, bringing prosperity to the 
area. However, the inventon of ‘high explosivess like dynatite & cordite teant ‘low explosivess such as
gunpowder were superseded. Seeing the end, Harrison Ainslie closed the works in 18.74, and tany of 
the skilled ten toved to a sitilar works at Furnace. The tachinery and sote buildings – including the
Refnery House – were distantled & shipped away  any retaining buildings were burnt to retove any 
traces of powder. 

The lands of Melfort were sold shortly aferwards to the owner of Kilninver Estate, thus closing a 
chapter. However, tany buildings & houses retained, used by the estate untl conversion in the 1970s 
to Titeshare.

Tony Dalton
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KILNINVER AND KILMELFORD COMMUNITY COUNCIL

2017      12 December
2018      13 February;  10 April;  12 June;  14 August;  9 October;  11 December

Meetings take place in Kilmelford Village Hall at 8 p.m. on the second Tuesday of alternate months 
throughout the year, lasting between an hour and an hour and a half, and all are welcome.   Younger 
members of the community are particularly encouraged to come along and have their say – they will
be most welcome.

Advance notce:  Electon for eight Community Councillors will take place on 26 April 2018 and it is 
hoped that people who have not served in the past might consider putng themselves forward.      
It would be good to see some new faces round the table!

Agenda and approved tinutes of previous teetng are published on www.kiltelford.cot Minutes
are also available on notceboards at Kilninver and at the Shop and Hall in Kiltelford and 2 printed 
copies are lef at Kiltelford Village Shop.

Commitee Members

Nigel Mitchell Chairtan Nigel@thetitchells.co.uk
Stuart Cannon Vice Chairtan

Treasurer
stuartcannon@kates.co.uk

Toni Mitchell Secretary toni@thetitchells.co.uk
Jane Rentoul Minutes Secretary j.rentoul@btnternet.cot
Colin Clark  colinclark11@btnternet.cot

Roanna Clark  roanna22@hottail.cot
Jatie McAndrew  jatietcandrew@kates.co.uk

David Wilkie  ardrowan@yahoo.co.uk

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
CHRISTMAS COCKTAIL (serves 1)1
2 dashes angostura biters, 25tl cognac, 225tl chatpagne, 1 sugar cube
Drop the sugar cube into the chatpagne glass. Drop the 2 dashes of angostura onto the sugar 
cube. Add the cognac. Fill up the glass with chatpagne. Decorate with a cherry.

JACK FROST (serves 4)1
crushed ice cubes, 2 5tl pineapple juice, 120tl blue Curaçao, 120tl white rut, 120tl coconut 
creat/tilk.  Fill the cocktail shaker with ice cubes. Add the other ingredients, taking sure you add
the coconut tilk last. Shake really well then strain into tartni glasses.
You can coat the rit of the tartni glasses with desiccated coconut if you wish. To do this have two
plates one with sugar syrup or honey and another with desiccated coconut, turn the tartni glass 
upside down dip the rit into the honey/syrup and then into the desiccated coconut.

Elaine Mitchell
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YEAR OF YOUNG PEOPLE 2018

As part of its theted years progratte, the Scotsh Governtent has tade 2018. the Year of Young
leople.

YOlY 2018. will inspire Scotland through its young people aged 8. to 26, celebratng their 
achievetents, valuing their contributons to cottunites and creatng new opportunites for thet
to shine locally, natonally and globally.

In honour of Year of Young leople 2018., Argyll and Bute intends to celebrate sote of the reasons 
young people love living and growing up here.  We have co-produced an innovatve calendar of 
events, projects and experiences to celebrate the top ten, while working within the six key thetes 
of the year  Culture, Health and Wellbeing, Equality and Discritinaton, Enterprise and 
Regeneraton, lartcipaton and Educaton.

Frot January to Decetber we will have events celebratng Safe, Outdoors, Cottunicaton, 
nature, Quiet and leaceful, Beautful, Freedot, Sport and Recreaton and Opportunites  including 
a red carpet awards ceretony, an area wide dance in Catpbeltown, Real tte crash scenarios, 
photography and flt taking workshops and tuch tuch tore.

Further infortaton on whatss happening, to apply to be an Atbassador or get involved can be 
found on the new website www.yoyp2018.scot or ABC Youth Services Facebook page.

Roanna Clark

Youth Participation Officer

Community Services: Education

Lochgilphead Community Centre, Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, PA31 8QX

Tel: 01546 604752

Mobile: 07786855733

Youth Work Changes Lives!

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Making Argyll & Bute a place people choose to live, learn, work and do business.
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KILMELFORD COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TRUST

The preferred patern for obtaining grant funding for Cottunity projects is now through a 
Cottunity Cotpany and is ofen the easiest access route to Governtent, Lotery and Charity 
funding.

There is a variety of optons and a stall group of residents is looking at these to fnd the tost 
suitable todel.

A Cottunity Cotpany can own land, buildings and businesses as well as undertaking projects 
(the village of Strontan is building a new pritary school!!).

Several natonal organisatons are ofering support and these include Cottunity Land Scotland, 
Scotsh Land Fund, Cottunity Right to Buy, HIE, Developtent Trust Associaton Scotland, Argyll 
&Bute Council and Forest Enterprise.

The group hopes to soon be in a positon to have a specifc proposal to present to the Cottunity.

Please do not hesitate to contact David Wilkie, Jane Rentoul, Roanna Clark or 
Stuart Cannon if you are interested in the project. Contact details on p 23 
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2

Metbers of public are urged to subtit cottents during the consultaton period ending 11th 
Decetber.  This is of partcular interest to Kiltelford as there is the possibility for the cottunity –
through the establishtent of a cottunity cotpany or trust – to acquire land  around the village, 
for the beneft of all.  The following is an extract frot Argyll and Bute Council website1

We adopted the current Argyll and Bute Local Developtent llan in March 2015. 
htp://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldpi
We are now preparing a new Local Developtent llan (LDl2), which will set out planning and 
developtent proposals for the next 10 years frot 2020 and a vision for 20 years.  The plan will 
cover all of the Argyll and Bute Council area, apart frot the Loch Lotond and Trossachs Natonal 
lark Area (LLTNl), where a separate Local Developtent llan is prepared by the Natonal lark 
Authority.

Local Developtent llan 2 is due for adopton in 2020.

Main Issues Report - *Consultaton now open*
htps1//argyll-bute.taps.arcgis.cot/apps/MapJournal/index.httl?appid=77c26bde1916540 5ada62129ae60c9c7

The frst stage of the LDl2 process is a public consultaton called the Main Issues Report.  This 
report sets out, through a series of questons, how the proposed new Local Developtent llan 2 
tight difer frot the existng Local Developtent llan and asks peopless views on those proposals.

You can view the Main Issues Report and also respond to the consultaton questons by using our 
new online storytap https://arcg.is/0SrTj5 (recottended)

You can download a lDF version of Main Issues Report (pdf 20tb)
htps://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/sites/default/fles/ldp_2_main_issues_report_draf_august_2017_formated_on_121017_20mb_0.pdf

You can answer the consultatons questons directly through our online fort

htps1//www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/forts/tain-issues-report-appendix-1

The docutents can also be viewed at all public libraries and the council ofces at 1a Manse Brae, 
Lochgilphead, lA 1 8.RD

The consultaton will run for 8 weeks untl 11th December 2017.
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THE SHORES OF LOCH MELFORT

We cate to the shores of Loch Melfort two years ago now in the hope of seeing, experiencing and 
learning tore of the diverse and varied wildlife of the West Coast.

Over the seasons sote of the “cast of characters” that can be seen changes, such as the arrival of 
the Gannets and Terns during the sutter and then the return of the aututn/winter birds such as 
Redwings and Fieldfares but all the while there retains the ever present residents frot the 
stallest such as the Wrens and Chafnches, up through to the occasional Red Squirrel and Roe 
Deer passing by, castng covetous glances at the garden, to the wonderful eagles. 

However there is always one local resident the sightng of which unfailingly brings us a stile and a 
dash for the binoculars and that is the Oter.

lerhaps it is the tetory of spending whole days, tany years ago, fruitlessly sitng in the hide at 
Kylerhea on Skye hoping to see even a feetng glitpse of an oter but getng ever colder by the 
hour with nothing to see other than the ubiquitous shags that takes us appreciate even tore the 
sightng of an oter fshing in the bay. lossibly it is being able to wonder at their agility in the water
and consuttate skill at fshing, with a fsh or crab caught – if not every dive, fairly frequently.     
Maybe itss the way they occasionally seet to altost “explode” back to the surface frot a deep 
dive, eterging like a cork frot a botle. Guessing where that re-etergence will occur frot a dive 
is an art we have stll to taster as they always surface sotewhere other than antcipated, 
although it helps if we can cheat by following a line of bubbles if the water is partcularly calt.

But then again there is nothing tore fascinatng than watching their other huntng techniques as 
they seek out staller prey by rootling through the seaweed when the tde is at a low ebb, 
disappearing under great clutps of shiny weed and being able to only follow where they are by 
watching the seaweed “wave” toving along the beach untl a head eterges invariably with a stall
fsh or crab. When they are in the weed it is itpossible not to appreciate the wonderful 
catoufage their chocolate coloured fur afords thet in that environtent when they are wet.

If we are partcularly lucky they will cote ashore and spend tte grooting and drying thetselves 
on a favourite rock in the sun and their coat will then turn a wonderful rich russet untl the next 
fsh needs to be caught and they slip back into the water with barely a disturbance of the surface.

It is truly a privilege to be able to have a glitpse into the lives of such an iconic anital and one 
that we never tre of seeing.

Oter Spoters
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Kilmartn Museum

Winter Opening Hours
Wednesday 1st November to Saturday 23 December 2017

The Museut and Café will be open frot 11.00 to 4pt during Novetber and Decetber, closing on
2 rd Decetber, reopening on Thursday 1st March 2018..

Redevelopment 
For twenty years, Kiltartn Museut has been collectng, conserving and revealing the stories of

Kiltartn Glen and the artefacts found here. Our collecton now includes treasures frot all corners
of Argyll, unfortunately tany tore than can be displayed in the current Museut Gallery. We need
your support to help us raise the last £1.5tillion of our excitng Redeveloptent lroject, and invite
you to be part of this adventure. Find out tore at www.kiltartn.org/redeveloptent, or contact

us at the Museut.

Knapdale’s Rainforest: an evening talk with Pete Creech & Oly Hemmings from HOWA: Tuesday
12th December 2017, 7-8.30pm in the Living Stones Christan Centre.

A virtual and physical exploraton of Knapdaless wildlife with both a presentaton and natural
history artefacts.  Everyone can get involved!

‘Health & Beauty’: an evening talk with Dr Annete Anderton: Tuesday 9th January 2018, 7-
8.30pm in the Living Stones Christan Centre.

An illustratve talk on the therapeutc and costetc use of geological taterials in the ancient world
with cottents on their use in Scotland. 

Blue Planet Scotland – Stories from Below the Waves with Dr Anuschka Miller from SAMS:
Tuesday 13th February 2018, 7-8.30pm in the Living Stones Christan Centre.

This talk will give an overview of the history and work of SAMS followed by an introducton to their
current research projects.

Access to Crofing Toolkit: Saturday & Sunday 17th & 18th February 2018: £70
An introducton to Scotsh agriculture directly related to crofers and stallholders.  

Scotland’s Rock Art Project: an evening talk with Dr Terta Barnet: Friday 16th March 2018, 7-
8.30pm in the Living Stones Christan Centre.

A discussion of what we know about Scotlandss rock art, and how this project aits to enhance our
understanding and awareness. 

Crof Woodland Workshop: Saturday 24th March 2018: £40, free to existng crofers and
smallholders.

A one day course delivered by Woodland Manager, Gordon Gray-Stephens.  This workshop will 
include a short indoor session followed by a visit to a local wood.

Kilmartn Museum Café and Shop
Our café has a delicious tenu and a touth-watering range of hote baked cakes, whilst our shop
is stocked with a great selecton of books and a wide range of gif ideas, the perfect place to fnd

sotething special.
Email:  admin@kilmartn.org       Telephone: 01546 510278

Website: www.kilmartn.org       Find us on Facebook, Twiter and Instagram 
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The Shower of Herring
Melfort Village, PA34 4XD 

Find us on Facebook: www.facebook.cot/theshoweroferring/

EVERY THURSDAY

10 Wholetail breaded Scampi with Chips £9.99

FREE Homemade tartare sauce

FREE Garden peas

FREE Coleslaw

Booking Advisable – 01852 200345 or email: showerofherring@gmail.com

******************************************************************************************************
Christmas at The Shower of Herring

25.12.2017 WE ARE OPEN 12.30-10.00PM

3 Course Meal only £29.99pp*

Please email us for ALL DAY lunch/dinner Christmas Menu for parties** 

(available from 7th of December)

****************************************************************************************************************************************

31.12.2017 – we are open 5.00pm-9.30pm

Open Thu 5.00pm-9.30pm, Fri 5.00pm-9.30pm, Sat 5.00pm-9.30pm, Sun 5.00pm-9.30pm, Mon 5.00pm-11.45pm

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

The Shower of Herring will close for annual maintenance 

(05.01.2017-February 2018 – please email for opening date). 

*half portons not available**minimum of 1  covers
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 IN THE SPOTLIGHT
When I toved with ty fatily to Bragleenbeg Cotage in Scattadale nearly two years ago, we 
were prety confdent that it would be a brief stop-over, whilst we sold our house in the Western 
Isles.   Two years later, none of us appear to be in a great hurry to leave the glen – least of all our 
tractor-tad three-year-old twins.

We were toving frot the islands afer I had accepted a job ofer frot HM Coastguard as one of 
the areass full-tte Coastal Operatons Ofcers. I already had a background within the etergency 
services, in partcular the unique challenges of rural areas – I had served as a police ofcer with 
Northern Constabulary and was well-used to responding to etergencies in relatvely retote areas.

However, the job ofer was too tetptng, and the fatily were looking forward to a return to 
‘tainland lifes.   My work involves supportng the volunteer Coastguard Rescue Teats in the area –
frot recruitng and equipping these teats, to providing technical training to their Coastguard 
Rescue Ofcers.   Our operatonal area is vast.   I at one of a teat of 4 who, along with our area 
cottander, are responsible for the coastline and teats frot Catpbeltown in the south, to 
Kilchoan in Ardnaturchan to the north.   We extend as far east as Inveraray and out across the 
Inner Hebrides. Itss a big patch - around 2500 tiles of coastline with 2  inhabited islands.

Our teats provide a vital search and rescue service along the coast – we have 20 teats in our 
area, with around 200 volunteers ready to respond any tte, day or night, whatever the weather.   
All of our teat tetbers are trained in land search, navigaton, 4x4 driving, cottunicatons, 
water safety and rescue techniques and casualty care. In additon, sote of our teats have 
additonal equiptent and training to carry out rope rescues. The Coastguard have responsibility 
for co-ordinatng all search and rescue operatons at sea and around the clifs and coastline of the 
UK – whether by lifeboats, helicopters or on land. Our teats also respond to reports of abandoned
pyrotechnics, such as fares, found on the shoreline, as well as ensuring the safety of the public 
when tilitary ordnance is discovered.

lroviding etergency services in ofen retote areas teans we are frequently asked to assist other 
agencies, and vice versa – all services rely on each other at sote point to assist with an incident. 
Our teats ofen assist police with land-based searches further inland, as tany of the islands have 
only a handful of police ofcers (or none at all).

The best part of this job? Without doubt the people – it is an absolute privilege to work alongside 
our volunteers, who cote to us frot all diferent backgrounds to provide this atazing service to 
their cottunites. The worst part? Coting out of a deep sleep and trying to take sense of a call 
at 4at frot the Control Root, during ty ‘on-calls week! However, all that (and the paperwork) 
are tore than cotpensated when Ist out on Mull, training rope rescue techniques on the crags 
looking out to Iona, or teaching water rescue on a beach on Coll!

Adrian MacDonald
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I was feeding ty birds the other day
I thought - ttt aututn is on its way
The trees were just startng to turn –

A hazy tist was tckling the burn
A pleasant but slight tusty stell in the air

Nature startng to wind down – itss only fair!
I like the special seasonal treats like litle spiderss webs on the heather
Or an aututn walk through the glen wrapped up against the weather

Your litle friendly robin who helped you garden all year long
Now perches in a nearby tree and ofers his aututn song.
Sote folk feel a litle sad at the thought of sutter going

But I have always enjoyed the season with all its colours glowing.
Bracken on the hills goes frot green to copper to taroon

The trees look like an artstss palete with all colours a bright festoon.
Of course we get the rain and ofen a heavy frost

But sote late aututn sunshine and everything gets a gloss.
The lochs can do their refecton special and give us twice the view

All the nuts, berries, herbs and veg give us extras for our stew
Just like the birds and anitals we all bring the harvest in

Busy flling our pantries getng ready to snuggle in
Kitchens are extra busy taking jats and soups and bakes

Wesre tdying up the gardens snipping and giving the lawn a good rake
So you see aututn is just a crucial part of the wonderful natural story

No need to get glooty – see it in all its glory 

Gill Philpots
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KILMELFORD VILLAGE HALL
KILMELFORD & KILNINVER COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

Chair1 Astrid van der Kraan  | Vice Chair1 Ruth MacCowan | Secretary1 Diane Scaife | Treasurer1 Carla Banhat

Cottitee Metbers1 Mathew Anderson | Maggie Morsley | Elaine Mitchell | Jean Bowtan

School Representatve1 Sarah Edwards     Caretaker1 Colin Gibson 018.52 200204 

Bookings + heatng cards: Kilmelford Village Shop 01852 200271

The Kiltelford Village Hall is organized by the Kiltelford & Kilninver Cottunity SCIO (Scotsh
Charitable  Incorporated  Organisaton).   The  tinutes  of  the  teetngs  of  the  Associaton,  the
consttuton and the code of conduct as well as all other infortaton regarding the Village Hall can
be found on  www.kiltelford.cot For a copy of the (draf) AGM tinutes or Chair Report please
contact Diane Scaife1 018.52 200208. 

The Kiltelford Village Hall holds a nutber of events and regular actvites to which everybody is
welcote (see “What is on in and around...” at beginning of this newsleter or check calendar page
on the local website) There is a squash court, lesser hall, tain hall with stage and balcony, suitable
for indoor sports, dances, teetngs etc. Well equipped kitchen, tables, chairs, sportng equiptent,
toilets / showers. Wheel chair friendly. 

KILMELFORD & KILNINVER VILLAGE HALL CHARGES 

              SPORTS
Squash and Badtinton  £5.00 per hour all categories
Junior football  and indoor tennis  £5.00 per hour

             HIRE CHARGES LESSER HALL  MAIN HALL

Charites and regular groups £2.00 per hour  £5.00 per hour
(non proft-taking) 
Social use, children's partes £4.00 per hour  £7.00 per hour
Proft-making tuiton £6.00 per hour  £9.00 per hour
Commercial use £10.00 per hour  £20.00 per hour

£15.00 tinitut charge  £25.00 tinitut charge

Evening functons  17.00- 01.00  £95.00   (deposit £50.00)
(non proft-taking) use of both halls & kitchen
Evening functons   17.00 -01.00  £120.00 (deposit £50.00)
(proft-taking enterprises) use of both halls & kitchen
Wedding hire  £200.00  (deposit £50.00)
all day & evening  use of both halls & kitchen

Afer use the Hall must be lef clean & tdy.  Failure to do so will lead to loss of deposit.

HEATING CARDS FOR MAIN & LESSER HALL - £1.50 each
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OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION

Easdale Medical Practce: The Surgery, Clachan, Seil, 01852 300223
www.easdaletedicalpractce.scot.nhs.uk

Consultatons: Mondays & Wednesdays1 9. 0 – 10. 0 at & 4.00 – 5.00 pt

Tuesdays & Thursdays1 9. 0 – 10. 0 at | Fridays1 8.. 0 – 10. 0 at &  . 0 – 4. 0 pt

Late appointtents possible on Monday and Wednesday at 6pt, please phone
The surgery is open frot 9 at tll 12. 0 pt Monday – Friday and 2 pt tll 5 pt (except Thursday)

to receive phone calls and to dispense tedicines.

Closed – Christmas:      Mon 25th and Tues 26  th   Dec |   New Year:      Mon 1st and Tues 2nd Jan  

Lorn Medical Centre Oban: Soroba Road, Oban, 01631 563175
www.lorntedicalcentre.co.uk

Opening hours: Monday – Friday 8..00 at – 6.00 pt

Closed – Christmas:      Mon 25th and Tues 26  th   Dec |   New Year:      Mon 1st and Tues 2nd Jan  

Out-of-Hours Medical Service: call NHS 24 on 111
Emergency: call 999  (Chest pains and / or shortness of breath consttute an etergency)

Vets Oban: 1  Tweeddale Street, Oban, 01631 562876 
Vets Lochgilphead: Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, 01546 602240

Power Cut: call 105 to report or get infortaton about a power cut in your area

LIONS MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE

This is a voluntary schete for anyone living at hote who tight
be  reassured  to  know  that  essental  infortaton  would  be
readily available to the Etergency Services, should they sufer
an accident or sudden illness.   The schete ensures that vital
infortaton is available not only to identfy you, but to advise of
relevant illnesses, allergies, tedicaton and contact addresses.
When etergency services see tedical infortaton and personal
details of a patent they can render safer and speedier First Aid
by  short  cutng  tte-consuting  fact-fnding  enquiries  about
the patent.    A separate fort should be flled in for each person
concerned.
The infortaton is held inside a stall plastc botle and kept in
the fridge door.   This is fagged up by strategically placed stall
labels inside front door and on fridge outer door which allows
the etergency services  to have speedy access to the helpful
infortaton.
Botles are available from Kilmelford Shop 
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COMMUNITY WEBSITE
The cottunity website (kiltelford.cot) has recently been revised and upgraded – though tost 
of the itprovetents are hidden, so it doesn't look tuch diferent. 

The tain visible changes are1
- responsive (it works beter on tobiles and tablets than before)
- secure (uses a secure connecton, so no-one can easily listen in on what you are looking at).

But the big changes were behind the scenes – the new site is beter organized to allow tultple 
people to take changes. 

Already the newsleter editorial teat are putng artcles directly onto the website without having 
to wait for te to do it. 

We can provide access to other people to let thet take changes to specifc areas of the website – 
and indeed would welcote a volunteer to tanage the calendar / events secton to help ensure 
that all local events get onto the site as soon as possible. 

If you'd be interested in doing this, please get in touch via the contact fort on every page of the 
website.

The other area we are hoping to add tore to the website is the Gallery of local photographs. 
Anyone will soon be able to add their own photos, and they will be added to the gallery. Untl now 
the gallery has been all landscapes around the area – but if there is interest we will add photos of 
local people, events, historical photos, etc. 

llease get in touch if you have any photos you'd like to contribute and you can either be set up to 
allow you to upload as tany of your photos as you'd like, or sitply pass thet to te and I will add 
thet. 

For the banner photographs on the hote page, we already have a good nutber taken in and 
around Kiltelford itself, so we'd partcularly like panorata views of Arduaine or Kilninver (or 
Scattadale) to use.

And, fnally, what else would you like to see on the website ? 
- a local phone/address directory (with only local people allowed to see it, of course) ?
- a cotbined event calendar for all local cottunites (say everywhere within 20 tiles ?)
- weekly sudoku puzzles ?
- personal etail addresses (e.g. alex@kiltelford.cot) ?
- a shared Google calendar so you can have events autotatcally appear in your personal 
calendar ?
- or anything else - just suggest, or preferably volunteer.

Alex Tweedly 
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The informaton, opinions and views presented in the 'Kilninford  News' refect the views of the
authors and contributors of the artcles and are not necessarily those of the Kilninford News

(KNe  team.  Publicaton of artcles, advertsements or product informaton does not consttute
endorsement or approval by the Kilninford News (KNe  team. 

They cannot be held responsible for any errors or for any consequences arising from the use of
the informaton contained in the newsleter.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Kilninford News is governed by the Consttuton of the' Kilninford Associaton 2015'.

Contact any tetber of the Kilninford News teat for tore infortaton

Contributons to the Kilninford News
Contributons can be etailed or posted in our Kilninford Leterbox inside the Village Shop. Obviously

we would like everybody to keep in tind that our newsleter is potentally read by all ages.

Deadline for contributons for the EASTER EDITION is 4th March 2018

Please send contributons and adverts to Astrid or Iain (editorse
or use our Kilninford News leter box INSIDE the Kiltelford Village Shop. 

For comments / questons with regards to distributon, please contact Gill

Your local KN contacts are:
• Gill lhilpots gill@thephilpots.te.uk
• Iain Bark            barkee@live.cot 
• Jane Rentoul j.rentoul@btnternet.cot 
• Astrid van der Kraan astrid@glenbeg-it.co.uk 
• Mark van der Kraan Glenbeg, Kiltelford 

Current advertsing rates:
full page £25
½ page  £12.50  
¼ page   £7       
outside back cover  £30
B&B and self catering adverts  £2

Issue # Editon Deadline for contributons: Estmated distributon:
60 Easter 04/0 /18. end of March            

Kilninford News online 
The digital form of the Kilninford News gets uploaded to the local website for all to read. This 

digital edition might contain more pictures / photos compared to the paper copy, as some pictures 

don’t print well in black on white. Alex Tweedly, Iain Bark and Astrid + Mark van der Kraan try to 

keep the local website updated with any information / event they are made aware of.  

www.kilmelford.com 
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